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Last SCCA National Of The 
Season Is At Lime Rock 


By Glenn Howell 


For its final SCCA National of the 
sengon Lime Rock, plagued as usual with 
its Sunday racing ban, wae forced to 
apread its 11 card program over Sept. 4 
and 6, 

The conter of fan athention was Group 
44's glistening now AS Jaguar, making 
its US. spectator debut, The cooling bugs 
which muirred Bob Tullius’ initial appear 
ance in Canada had been eliminated. In 
the big bore ABC prod 2) lapper the 
haautitully prepared V-12 scored a flag to 
flag romp. Tullius also managed to get a 
new B Prod lap recerd. : 

Saturday's 20 lapper pro Formula Ford 
face found @ fal field of 35 cars taking the 
green, After the usual assorted spinouts 
and shunts, Broce MacInness of Locust 
Valley. NY ina Zink, emorged the winner, 
No less than 11 top finishers were on the 
same lap, Tim Evans of Northville, M1 
came in mecond, aleo driving a Zink. 
Third, Brian Goodwin in a Lola. Fastest 
lap of 56.4 waa turned in by fifth place 
finisher Don McKnight in a Crosale, 

There was also a 20 lap pro Sciroeceo- 
Bilstein foature weo by Lou Gigliotti of 
New York over a thin field of 13 oars. 

The New England Region S0CA action 
began in earnest at Bam Labor Day 
morning with B and C Sedan #0 lapper. 
This was anciher effortless benefit for 
Elliott Forbes-Roebinson in Bob Sharps 
immaculately prepared Datsun, EFR ran 
from flag to flag, romping bome with a 
31.5 second margin over second placed 
Datsun driver Bob Dyson of Poughkeep- 
sie, WY. Elliott ales posted a new BS lap 
record of L014. Sometimes actor 
P.L.Newman brought his Datsun im third. 
First in CS aod filth overall: another 
Datsun man, Bob Henderson of Honeoye, 
NY. Still another lap mark, this for CS, 
was set by Jim Boffo's wailing Mini. 

British Leyland onjoyed its usual field 
day in the second go-round for F, G and H 
prod machinery with 24 mostly Anglican. 
entries hoping to stave off the virtually 
invincible John Kelly. mounted in the 
Group 44 FP Midget, Again it was another 
unchallenged run from pole tochecker for 
Kelly who joined the lap setter parade by 
posting a new FP mark of 1.02.11. There 
Was 4@ mild contest for second place 
beteeon Rhode Island's Steve Johnson 
and Patrick Denevao from Virginia, both 
Spitfire shed. Johnson prevailed over 
Denevan. First in GP and sivth overall, 
Bernard Diedrich in a Spitfire. First im 
HP, Sth overall, Pred Wentzell's Sprite. 

The fan attention was again Htillated as 
Paul Newman once more mounted tha 
grid in his TH-é forthe DandE prod lap 
trip. with 24 cars taking the green. 
Moving out from a 4th grid spot, Newman 
wasted no Lime going after Group 44's 
John MoeComb in the TH-7. When tire field 
came about, thera waa PL. out in front 
His taste of thin alr lasted but two laps. 
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The MeComb togk over and was never 
beaded. Hen Slagle’s TH-T held second 
place to the finale, with Newman earning 
a reapectable third place finish. Don 
Valenti's Porsche took firstin EP and was 
fifta overall. Again. it was the day for 
Lime Botk lap records, as Slagle turned 
in a DP mark of 1.01.4. 

The fourth event, for Formula Fords, 
brought out 30 cars, Once again the 
packed hillside of fans saw a series of 
shunts, spinguta and one end-over-end 
inte the woods. To this long time viewer. 
FF, at least at Lime Keck. la a really 
hazardous pastiinve. At the last National, 
two drivers were hospitalized with bro- 
hen lege. And last Saturday in practice, a 
pair of FF bows racked up, each breaking 
both ankles. NY's Bill Sucher, in a Zink, 
Was dominant all the way, winning over 
sccond placed Brian Goodwin of Maine, 
driving a Lola, Orne Kimbrough, of PA 


One Thought, 
‘Heal Quickly, 


WATKINS GLEN, N.Y.—Niki Lauda, 
the young Auwetrian World Champion 
driver, has told officials at the Watkins 
Glen Grand Prix road racing circuit he 
fully expects to be back behind the wheel 
of his Ferrari Formula One car in time to 
defend his Grand Prix of the United States 
title here October 6-9-1, 

The 87-year-old Ferrari driver, who 
won his first Workd Championship in 1975 
and the samo year toak the American 
Grand Prix tithe bere at The Glen, wis 
oritically injured in & cragh Aweust 1 at 
the Nurburgring in the German Grand 
Prix. Doctors feared for his life after the 
fiery crash. but the resilent World 
Champion has jumped from bis hospital 
bed and axpects to return to the Grand 
Prix ware in his bid to become the first 
driver in more than 16 years to win back- 
toe-back world championships. The last 
driver to turn the Erick was Jack 
Brabham, who took the crowns in 1959-60. 


In a conversation with Glen officials 
this week, Lauda expresaed his eagerness 
to return to the World Championship trail 
behind the wheel of hia Ferrari and face 
the challenges of England's James Hunt, 
South African Jody Scheckter and 
Ireland's John Wrteon in the American 
Claaait al The Glen. 


Lauda said is injurtes were hepnling 
well, ated hat now itis a matter of waiting 
the akin grafts on hia forehead and around 
his eyes to heal properly. 

“My longs are good, my blood ie fine 
and the other injuries are either healed or 
nearly healed,’ the quiet-spoken 
Austrian said. “Wow there ie only one 
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wae third im «a Lola, Geott Harvey's 
Crosale was fourth, Ed Impink fifth, in a 
Hoyale, Gome of stage action was pro- 
vided by veterans Tom Davey and Tom 
Gaffney, wheo bath collided poling far the 
same corner line, Both were ONF and 
elected to egeay the fet elty route to place 
blame. Flagmen broke up the melee. 

The filth event for Formula V produced 
official hassles and steamy protests, A 
few hotshoes jumped the green at the 
élart, bringing forth penalties. A many 
time winner here, John VandeCar repaat- 
ed after holding off V. Paul Lawless, who 
DONF'd. Second waa James Havell’s Cald- 
well, third, Jonathan Weisheil tn aim Awe 
Dy namics. 

Hace six for A, B,C aperta racing wae 
another amall grid lapatded victory for 
Tony Cicale's beautiful BSH Chevron. 
Jeff Jones ASR MeLaren ran distant 
second for 21 laps, then it fell owt. 
Finishing second, a lap down, firet im 
CBR, Samual Gilliland'’a Fastron, Third, 
two laps off, John Timken's Bobsy, 

The seventh race was sill another 
hairy session for Formula A, B,C and F 
Super Veo, Our data from here on was « 
bit skimpy as club officials take endless 
time posting final reaulia. The system is 


Says Lauda: 
Drive Ferrari’ 


thought in my mind—full recovery. I 
must heal quickly and get back to doing 
my job—driving the Ferrari. That is what 
I get paid to do.” 

A crash at 140 miles per hour and a 
resulting fire ight give other drivera 
Teason to retire from the sport. Not so 
Lauda. “My philosophy and way of 
thinking about the sport of motor racing 
have not changed o bit,” Lauda said, 

Following the Italian Grand Prix, only 
third events remain=Canada, The Glan's 
Aunerican round and the newly added 
Japanese Grand Prix which bringe the ten 
month, 16 race season to 4 conclusion. 

While Hunt is the strongest challenger 
to Lauda, Scheckter has moved inte third 
place in the point standings on the bagia 
of his strong finishes with the exotic sim- 
wheeled Tyrrell. And Watson gave Roger 
Fenske his first Formula One victory in 
the Austrian Girand Prix, marking 
himself a contender for more victorias 
this year. The I[rishman still is in 
mathematical contention for this year's 
title and the Austrian victory has been n. 
tremendous confidence booster for the 
First National City Travelers Checks 
Poneke crew. 

Practice and qualifying session for the 
Orand Prix of te United States at The Glen 
Will begin October # and continue on 
Octaber 8. A round for the Robert Bosch 
Gold Cup for Super Vee machinery and 
twin races for the magnificent Vintage 
Sports Car Club of America machines 
Will be held Saturday. The U.S. Grand 
Prix will take lhe green flag al 2:15 p.m. 
Bunday. following the staging of the 
Toyota Celebrity Mateh Hace, 
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antiquated beyond destription. However, 
John Martonson ina March led well for2. 
laps. then fell off the pace, finishing 
anand to winner Ken Duclos in an 
Clasa Chevron. Joe Gposato's Chevron 
wae third, Eric Kerman fourth with a 
March. 

Mow we came to thea day's highlight 
the maiden American appearance of the 
B-L Jaguar X15, This wis the ABC prod 
20 lupper for 25 entries. Frank Panzarel- 
las Greenwood prepared AP Corvette 
had the pole, but had blown an engine in 
eo doing and was unable to repair in time. 
So, side by each were o familiar pair on 
the front row, Tulliws for Jaguar and 
Forbes-Aobingon in the Bob Sharp CF 
Datgun. At the green, Sylvan Cornblatt's 
BP Corvette slipped by EF W and hong in 
there for the whole show, driving a heads 
tp race lo stay abead of the alwaye quick 
Dateun. These three were the only onea to 
finigh on the same Jap, with Tullius 
winning by some 10 seconds. Firat in A 
Sedan and sixth overall was Chuck 
Salis's Camaro. 

The final go of the day was quiat time 
for the very muffled Showroom A, Band 
A stockers, a shortie of 20 laps. A Datsun 
2802, with its horsepower advantage, had 
little trouble staying in front of Hondas, 
Rabbits. Opel, Pintos and Heoaulta, et al. 
It was not too exciting, for all three 
leaders remained that way throughout. 
Becond. waa Jon MeHnight’s Rabbit, 
while Carlos Ramirez ran tight third in a 
team Rabbit. Fourth was Frank Law- 
renoe's Opel. For moat oftharace Patrick 
Jacquemart in a Henault A-5 ran a very 
strong fourth, but fell back to sixth at the 
end. 


Macinnes And 
Z-10 Invincible 


LIME ROCH, Conn.—li there is an 
invincible combination im cast romat pro 
Ford racing, it's bestaummed upas Bruce 
MaciInnes driving a Zink 2-10 with a Joe 
Elimole engine. If you'd bean at Lime 
Rock, you'd have knowns what I'm talking 
about. 

The only real competition to Macinnes 
seamed to evaporate when Tom Davey 
gave up the quasi-works Lola FF ride 
earlier in the year to help Fred Opert work 
aut the new Tiga (Tim Schenken and 
Howden Ganley}. Davey has been busy 
sorting oul the handling properties of the 
ear and at Lime Rock he managed to 
qualify third behind Maclones and Arian 
Goodwin 


“It's a real handful,” sadd Davey after 
the race. He progressively had slipped 
back from histhird spotand finally joimed 
the backmarkers when he with a spin in 
fluro two. In the bet sprint oar tradition 
however, he gave the Tiga full lock and 
planted the throttle and the oar did a 
ecuple of loops with Ue slicks spinning 
on the wet grags. When things stopped 
foing around, be joined the group again 
Sut resigned himeecl? to steadily worsen- 
ing handling characteristics, The prob- 

Continued On Next Page 
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SuperSwede Wins Italian GP 


By Pete Lyons 


MONZA, [taly—The 47th Gran Premia 
Nazionale ditalia wae a very loog event, 
three days long, bul just when it was 
wetting ¢ndless there was a restful little 
pause and we had the [dian Grand Prix, 
it was a nice short, sharp. oventiul motor 
race and it wae worth all the trouble of 
waiting for it, 

Politics, ifyou've been paying attention 
So far this year, are running wild in 
Formula (ine and thé last round of the 
European season was a real laugh riot 
Over the summerful of intraasingly 
hitter controversies there has grown up 
high feeling between the Italian Side and 
the English Side, and it was certainly too 
much hope that it wouldn't all come to o 
hoad at Monga. 

But that race. that great poriod between 
2:50 and Spm on Sunday afternoon, wae 
wonderful. lt started off with Jacques 
Laffite on Pole in his Gitanes Ligier- 
Matra, which was a testimony tothe basic 
soundness of the rather amall French 
team's elfort quite as much as to the fact 
thal Laffite had been testing at Monza the 
week before, and was thus more ready 
thin some to taite advantage of Lhe single 
dry hour of practice that was granted py 
the Po River Valley weather 

Laftiite got a good start and directly 
behlod hin, Uoird fastest qualifier, ac did 
Cariog Pace (hia Martini Brabham-Alfa 
nearly a second quicker than the Ferrari 
of hie ex-teammate Carlos Reulemann). 
The two twelves arrived into the First 
Chicane together. but then Jody Scheck- 
ter, who had been a close second best on 
the grid, overtock them both under the 

How flag and led the lap). The BL 

¥Frell- Ford Stayed in front for the firet 10 
laps, but then Ronnie Peterson, who had 
started eighth. put hia March-Ford ahead 
and there for the rest of the race he 
Toanaged bo stay. 

“For a while there we had three drivers 
in the First three!" exulted the irrepresai- 
ble Ken Tyrrell, rubbing his hands to- 
gether. He was anticipating by about 
three months, but certainly Peterson 
(who joine Tyrrell next year), Schechter 
(who léaved at the and of this one) and 
Patich Depaillar (who haan t announced 
anything as yet) put up a terrific nose-to- 
tail Ghase for many lapa. 

Until the tuo Tyrrell engines went off 
thatis, Depailler’s through a misfire and 
Scheckter's through a peculiar “logs of 
power,” and the pair of six-wheelers 
gradually dropped back. Taking their 
place though was the outstanding Clay 
Hegazzoni, who had been hopeless in 
practice bul whoa stormed throwgh the 
field in the race like a man determined to 
shut up all those people who were saying 
this was his last race. He overtook the 
still competitive Laffite and towed bim 
with him, and both stayed hard after 
Peterson right to the flag. Just the sligh- 
test slip would have cut Ronnie off a road 
that was persistantly but unpredictably 
slippery with light rain showers. 


Ronnie Peterson found his way to the winner's circle at the italian GP after one of his criew seasons. Here he powers his oversteering March Fol out of a commer 
ahead of the Tyrrell P34s of Jody Scheckter and Patrick Depailler. 


DORMS CHAMPIONSHEF, SEPTEMBER 13, 1976 
GESLATS 


|-Henae Patera, Meech 5? laps ot [EG TBM ides: in 

1530-95-86 Aor an amen peed al 14. U0 engh: F-Clay Reguazari, 

Ferrari, 52: 2: Locemes Latitte, Ligier, 32: 4-Pki Lewd. Ferran. 

SJody Scheckter, Tyrrell, St: &-Paivect Depoetler, Tperell, Sa: 7- 

Wetter Brace fia, March. 97; 8-Tom Pryce, Seackew, 52: 9-Carled 
SH; 10-Jeehp Ickes, Eisiga, | 


itt ipa lh, Caperparar 50 P6-Hareld Ertl, Hesketh, ar), half aka 
[7 Henry Feaearale, Sertees, 49: 15-4. Peaenti-Reasi, Tyrell. 49: 
Le J-P evar, Shoskow, U7. 

CMF: Roll Stemmetes, 40, fuel syriem; Mare Asdeeth, ©, 
get Mowe Stock, 75, chont- James Mutt. i], saerd: Lary 
Perkins. 0, niggé lailere: Garkoa Pace. 4, eagite faction: Jechen 
Moa, 1, gettin 


“li's really difficult leading everyone 
Hike that, having to be the one to like the 
gamble for them,” said SuperSwede with 
the wreath around his meck, “but I was 
lucky not to fall off." He was lucky with 
his car too, for having announced his 
decision to laave March his 761 took the 
oppertunity of Frunning—tor once— 
without any probleme the whole distance! 
“When I saw the checkered fag | waan't 
aure I'd done the right thing to quilt..." be 
ainiled wistifully. It waa the first Peter- 
aon victory in exactly two years—he's 
now & three-timer at Monmen, 

But the here of the weekend was Niki 
Lauda, Six weeks ago he was so near the 
edge of death thata priest waved his hand 
over him and said. “Goodby, my son." 

Continued On Next Page 
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Perhaps the — hews of the eatire alles GP wsekiied ss thet wiki laid bat sta raed be Fi racing and was. 
able ta finish in fourth position in the car seen here. 


Monza Scrutineering Adds Comedy 
To Confusing Italian GP Weekend 


MONZA, Italy—The Marlboro McLaren 
team—so seid sympathetic mechanics 
from other teama—had half-expected 
trouble on this visit to [taly and had gone 
out several days earlier than the border 
posts or the wayside villages might have 
anticipated. In fact they enoguntered no 
dramas atall, ond the team was beginning 
to relax when in the middle of Saturday 
morning's final practica a deputation of 
officlale went along the pits requesting 
fuel samples. 

fi wae nothing new that Monza race 
Organizers were belong bears about soru- 
tineering. All during the meeting there 
had been extraordinarily stringent meas- 
urements taken of things like wing 
heigttia. In fact, they were £6 stringent 
that on Friday evening they got them- 
selves inte seriqus diffiaulty. They. start- 
ad investigating 2 part of the Yellow Book 
that specifies sirbox openings; to paraph- 
rase it, the highest part of the opening 
itself must be no higher than 80 ¢m from 
the bottom of the chassis, although there 


ta & further tolerance of & om ao that the 
structure of the airbox itself may “dome 
up" over the opening (After all, how elae 
could you make the opening?) 

it is a clear indictment of the stupidity 
of the current Fi regulations —which are 
& bodgepodge of individual dedisions 
about problems that have arisen over 
Several yaara past and which are present- 
ed in two languages in several different 
seclions of a book with no good correla- 
licen between either themselves or the 
announced earlier intention of the fram- 
are of each individual rule—that the 
scrutineers could find that lwo teams had 
illegal sirbowes, 

On the JPS cars, skirtings hanging 
down the sides established the lower limit 
of the chassis at below 80 cm from the 
highest part of the airbox opening. Never 
mind tha new-in-July rule that simplifies 
the measurement of roar wing heights at 
Stcm abowe the ground; no simplification 
was made of the airbox measurement. 

Continued On Next Page 
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More On: 


Italian GP 


Continued From Preceding Page 

Two weeks bolorg his announced target 
for a comeback in Canada, the World 
Champion qualified an amazing fifth on 
the grid, fastest of the three Ferrari 
drivers. in the race he never relaxed fram 
racing speed the whole way through. and 
three laps from the ond he still had the 
fastest time of the race until Petorson. 
pressed by Rega. took it away Finally. 
Niki best Jody into fourth place by a tenth 
of a second at the flag. It ia eaid that when 
he took off hia helmet hia fireproof 
balaclava was soaked in blood where his 
healing burns had opened up, His reward 
WES 40 Locrease from two points te five in 
his tithe lead over James Huni—who heed 
Hone off the road disputing a corner with 
Tom Pryce, 

Both ears of the McLaren team as well 
aa the Penske car bad been forced to start 
from the back of the grid after an ax- 
traordinary series of examinations amd 
confrontations during practice and cul- 
mingted in the Italian scruttineers decid- 
ing both the English teams were using 


Pre-Race Inspection: 
An Italian Comedy 


Continued From Preceding Page 

Rather than argue about it, Team Lotus 
carried oul teats with alternative “Legal” 
configurations and elected to race with- 
out skirts and with airbomes fitted. 

Bat whan the Citibank Ponske PC4 was 
declared i legal because ile airbox open- 
ings are down the sides of the engine 
aover, Lhus making the “dome-up" of the 
airbox higher than that magioiSextracm.,. 
the scene became meally silly. “Then we 
asked them to have a look at the Ferraris.” 
laughed one of the Britons, “and they 
went white and asked if Penske would like 
to come back for another measurement 
afd this tinve it was all right!" 


“What we maotually did. said Penske 
manager Heine Hofer, “wae take a drill 
and make a Lith: hole inthe engine cover 
so that we had a legal airbox opening five 
centimetres below the top.” 

It was as @ reeult of another careful 
TeaAsurement that Ronnie Peterson's rear 
Wing was discovercd to bo about acm ton 
high on Friday evening, and his Friday 
(wet) times were thrown out. Then Clay 
Rogassoni's car was Meseaured, and it's 
Wing wae about a cm too far back! 
Consternation| 


“They tried it avery which way," 
laughed the same Brit who had soenjoyed 
the airbox opisode, “They measured it 
with a man in the cockpit and everything 
else they could think of, but the wing was 
still too far back. Once they measured it 
by unrolling the tape slowly fram the 
wheel center back, while one of the 
Ferrari blokes tried to roll the car for- 
ward, bul we stopped him, Then Il apotted 
the bloke af the wheel end of the tape 
pulling the tape forward, so f stopped 
him. There wasn't anything they could 
do, and they bad to throw out Hegea's 
Friday time ae well.” 

With their little tina of fuel samples the 
siume officials went to a place where they 
could be tested by Gaseous Bpectroscopy. 
Back came the result on Saturday even- 
ing: The Penske's fuel tested out at 105.8 
Cetane, the MoLarens’ at 101.6. This, the 
officials aonounced, meant disqualifies. 
tion. The maximum allowed wae but 101. 

There was a let of discussion on the 
BuUb)eCt And atone stage John Watson was 
to be allowed to star from hia regular 
grid place because his team bad filed an 
appeal, Then that wasn'tallowed. Byventu- 
ally on Sunday morning be, and both the 

Continoed On Next Page 
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Ex- Brabham driver Carlos Riulemane attempted to coma tote terms with his ride for ihe rest of this yoar and 
for met year, the Ferrari 302/72, as Farrar regular Clay Regazzoai and ome of the Brabham’ Altas trail him, 


gasoline of too high an octane number. 
The trio of Hunt, Jochen Mase and Jobo 
Watson only started at all becawee other 
trams withdrew, lt was this sort of thing, 
Plus the wonther, that made it along, long 
weokend. 

Oh yes, the weather: I didn’t tell you. did 
I, that partway through the race the 
officials tried boa step the race so tha 
everybody could change ta rain tires. 
Only three drivers recognised the signal 
and come in, all the rest kept on racing 
obliviously! 

Alter the race, [tought to aek oneof the 
hierarchy of the Fl Association if amy 
thing was going to come either of the 
Scheckter yellow-flag incident or the 
Tnilure of the whole field to stop the race 
when ordered to. “Now shugh! wae the 
nervous response. “We're daveully bop- 
ing to wet owt of this place before anybody 
brings that op! Be quiet!" 

AO more ¢vents like the [tnlian GE 
1876 and the outside world, which is 
already looking askance at the World's 
Premier Form of The Sport, will stari 
falling about laughing. 
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THE RAGE Formul One world Gaampionstep of Drevere— 15th of 16 Grands Pris 
armeeed ihe weeld in 76. BRIWERS: inode Lauds, Hunt, Soseckie, Andrei 
Peterson, Begarconi, Depalter, Fithpaldl, Wateor . GaP Ss: inches Ferrari, MoLaren 
Tyrrell, Peewee, Shade, Brabham, Lolus, Werch.. AS TIVITIESS Include Toyota 
Caleteity Miahth Amid, vielege 8p0rt cae raced, Bowch Get cup, Kodak Game Dep 
and Photo Contest, LS. Mivey parmcrirte eoih it iticeed, egiitly ence Tecelivals aed othe 
Srikanth _emge four, Geodvear Motoreperip Paddock, cio. CaP IMG Ir 
both infieid and cutie WEEK ERD SCHEDULE: Det. 6— qualifying ED to 5 
Gel @—dualithing, camerscay, Gold Cup, antag races, 250i Dek Pre mce 
fostivinee ehart 114, Farmula One warmup at Amon Toyo mest 104. Grand Prin ak 


TO be eH, 
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GRAND PRIX: 


2.15... THEMES: Gere al acission af wemmend §S0 cn advance sales [mais 54; 
Sanday Gedy $02.07 advanoe sales [ee ing B50; Achainos ile Geers! mission hobes 
fmilable ol Gaan ieee! office and af Eastern U4 snd Ganddin Ticksinon cutiets. 
Sroclal adeno sdk money gavieg “Supe Tickets” eailatie af participating lS 
FUTHER INFORMATION AMD DETAILS: For ganic alacim|saton 
and all eating Gkets, durther cetaily on race weebercd. Ineo subscription to “Glen 
Apoineg (Mew wile or galls Grad Pris, PO. Boe 1, Wieteing Glen, Mew York, 14001 

O81) S347 or (RT| $5000. Telephone fiche onters scoepied on BankAmericand 


